
ISSUE ONE

Making sure everyone has their say

Letting everyone know what’s going on 
locally,  and how to get involved

Keeping everyone updated on what 
their neighbours are saying 

We have been talking to Aberfeldy West residents about Aberfeldy 
West since last summer. While we stay at home, it’s important that 
we continue conversations with you about your future Aberfeldy.

What’s been going on?
You’ve told us what you want for your 
area at meetings, workshops, and on 
door-steps. We also met with your 
local Residents’ Steering Groups 
(RSG) to find out what they thought 
about three options: stay as-is, refurb 
and regeneration.

Your RSG told us that the refurb 
option should be discounted 
because it did not deliver the 
improvements you want. Based 
on what your RSG told us, we have 
started to discuss what would be 
important to your community in a 
regeneration offer.

This newsletter is being delivered to every home,  
and is available online at poplarharca.co.uk/aberfeldy



Aberfeldy West News

What residents have told us so far: 
 A Housing needs improving including kitchens, bathrooms, electrics and damp

 A Issues with overcrowding and young adults at home 

 A Retain strong community

 A Issues with drug use, the subway, motorbikes, groups and lighting

 A Employment and training opportunities

 A Better parks and play space- Millennium Green

 A Parking issue on Nairn Street 

 A Places to meet , eat and shop in Aberfeldy Street

 A More services  - health, education, transport, community

 A Cut off from the A12, A13, the River Lea and poor air quality

 A Abbott Road – need traffic calming measures

 A More activities for children and young people.

What happens next?
The Aberfeldy West Residents 
Steering Group will be involved in 
developing ideas for what you want 
for Aberfeldy West. 
We will keep on talking to all residents 
so everyone’s views inform the RSG’s 
discussions. 
The RSG has hired an Independent 
Tenant Leaseholder Advisor to 
provide independent support and 
regeneration expertise.

We’ve set up different ways to give 
everyone the opportunity to have 
their say; online, by post, and by 
telephone. Find details in the white 
box to the right.
The Mayor of London and the GLA 
could provide a grant for new build 
homes, if Aberfeldy West residents 
whose homes would be affected, 
vote for regeneration.

Stay in the know: poplarharca.co.uk/aberfeldy
Over the next few weeks we want to keep this conversation going.  
During the lockdown and social distancing period we will be:

 A Phoning you to get your  
views on regeneration

 A Offering weekly virtual drop ins 
Every Monday 1-4pm 
Every Wednesday 4-6pm 
Every Friday 10-12pm 
Text in advance your preferred 
date – and we will send you an 
appointment time  
07852 998909.

 A Providing online Planning  
for Real consultation  
from Monday 25 May to Friday 
12 June. To gain your views on 
how you would like an improved 
Aberfeldy West to look and feel.

 A Updating Aberfeldy Resident 
Steering Group WhatsApp 
group – if you want to be added 
to this group please text Fintan 
on 07852 998909 or email 
fintan.tynan@poplarharca.co.uk

 A Aberfeldy West Leaseholder 
Sub Group WhatsApp group  
if you want to be added to this 
group please text Daniel on 
07975 974354 or email  
daniel.lynch@poplarharca.co.uk

There will be more opportunities 
to chat in person as soon as we 
are able to do so. You can contact 
Independent Tenant & Leaseholder 
Advisor Mo Ali on 07940 431503 or 
mo.ali@talktalk.net for any advice 
or guidance.

When will things happen?
Civica Electoral Services will run an 
independent ballot when the RSG 
and residents have worked with 
Poplar HARCA on a full regeneration 
offer.

This could happen later this year. A 
vote for regeneration would mean 
lots more planning with residents 
about how this should progress.

Who decides?
Eligibility for a vote would be: 

 A You’re a Poplar HARCA tenant  
named on the tenancy agreement 

 A You’re a leaseholder or freeholder 
named on the lease or title who’s lived 
in the property for at least a year 

 A You live on the estate and have been 
on Tower Hamlets’ housing list for at 
least a year
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Aberfeldy West includes the following 
areas, also outlined in red on the map 
to the left.

 A Nairn Street

 A Balmore Close

 A Kilbrennan House

 A Heather House

 A Thistle House

 A Tartan House

 A Jura House

 A Aberfeldy Street

 A Blairgowrie Court

 A Abbott Road

 A Leven Road
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The Independent Tenant and Leaseholder Advisor appointed Poplar Works

Poplar Works is a new workspace 
and training centre for the fashion 
industry. After more than 4 years 
of hard work to build the project, 
London College of Fashion’s Making 
for Change training programme has 
started, and eight businesses have 
moved in.  

Although Poplar Works is temporarily 
closed due to COVID-19, local 
people will continue to work and 
learn here when social distancing 
measures change. Once we reopen, 
you can find us at:

His role is to provide an independent, 
impartial support and advice service 
and assurances that the Aberfeldy 
West RSG and residents negotiate 
the best deal with Poplar HARCA for 
the future of Aberfeldy West.

“My role is to ensure that all resident 
needs, tenants and leaseholders, 
are fully met, so that they are not 
disadvantaged in any way and that 
the process is resident led, fair, 
informative and inclusive.”

Mo has been really impressed with 
the commitment from the Aberfeldy 
West RSG and is looking forward to 
working with the Aberfeldy West 
RSG, Aberfeldy residents’ and Poplar 
HARCA over the coming months.

You will get a chance to chat to 
Mo over the coming weeks, as the 
project moves forward.

In the meantime, if you have any 
questions, please contact Mo on 
07940 431503 or at  
mo.ali@talktalk.net

Mo Ali was recently appointed 
as the Independent Tenant and 
Leaseholder Advisor (ITLA) by the 
Aberfeldy West Resident Steering 
Group (RSG).

Mo has over 25 years’ experience of 
working in Housing and has worked 
as an ITLA on other Tower Hamlets 
estates, including two Poplar HARCA 
estates.

Poplar Works 
384 Abbott Rd, Poplar, E14 0UX
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Launch
Poplar Works officially opened 
in February 2020. We were lucky 
enough to welcome London’s 
Deputy Mayor for Culture and the 
Creative Industries, Justine Simons 
OBE. We had great speeches from 
local business Kitsch Kandy, who 
now call Poplar Works home, Mayor 
John Biggs, Sade Koiki, Poplar 
HARCA board member and local 
resident, and Poplar HARCA Chair, 
Paul Brickell. 

It was amazing to hear from so many 
people how much it means to them 
that Poplar Works is bringing the 
fashion industry back to its home in 
East London. 

Justine Simons with Raju and Saadi from  
the Local Garmshouse and Asya of OMNISS,  
two of Poplar Works new residents

Come and see inside

Once Poplar Works reopens, we 
will be running a series of tours for 
our neighbours and are open to 
everyone. If you’re interested, get in 
touch at hello@poplarworks.co.uk.

POPLAR WORKS

A workspace for the local community 
Poplar Works is a space for the 
neighbourhood and it’s great that 
local people are making the most 
of the space. We’ve met some 
brilliant designers, photographers, 
illustrators, makers and machinists 
from across Poplar and Bow. In 

fact 85% of the businesses renting 
workspace are from E14 and E3.  

Although we’re temporarily 
suspending renting new studios for 
now, there are still plenty available to 
move into once we reopen!

Stay in touch or rent a workspace
If you’re interested in renting a workspace or would like to know  
what’s going on at Poplar Works, please check out our website  
poplarworks.co.uk and sign up for our digital newsletter, or  
get in touch at hello@poplarworks.co.uk.

“As a fashion entrepreneur and Poplar resident, I’m delighted to 
have secured a workspace at Poplar Works. This is exactly the 
kind of facility which will support my knitwear brand and help 
businesses like mine to grow and flourish.”

Mohammad Muhith, Co-founder of Essential Range, based at Poplar Works
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
For Aberfeldy West residents  
about potential regeneration

YOUR COMMUNITY
Q Will you follow residents’ ideas for regeneration?

The Residents’ Steering Group (RSG) will be directly involved with 
developing a regeneration offer for Aberfeldy West residents. If, through 
a resident ballot, residents vote yes to regeneration, we will follow every 
proposal included in the offer.

A

Q Will regeneration provide better opportunities for young people?

A new expanded neighbourhood centre is currently being developed as 
part of phase 3 of the works (likely to happen in 2022). The new centre 
will provide opportunities for young people and residents of every 
age.  Exactly what the centre will offer will depend on future resident 
consultation and residents will be asked to put forward ideas.

A

Q Will there be more livelihood projects, such as employment 
and training support, for residents of every age?
If regeneration does go ahead, we will definitely consider work 
and enterprise space for local people to help with employment 
opportunities.

A

YOUR COMMUNITY
Q How many of the new homes will be social rent 

and affordable tenures?

This will be determined through the planning process but we 
intend for at least 35% to be social and affordable tenures.A

Q Will residents be given the opportunity to decide where the new 
homes will be located?
The RSG and every Aberfeldy West resident who participates with the 
Planning for Real resident consultation can have their say and develop 
ideas for where new homes could be located.

A

Q Can I stay living in Aberfeldy West if regeneration goes ahead?

Yes. Every resident who wants to stay living in Aberfeldy West will be able 
to do so. Like you, we want to keep the community together. A phased 
approach, carrying out the work a stage at a time, and a local letting 
policy will make this possible.

A

Q Will you only build new flats instead of houses and maisonettes?

It is intended that new flats, houses and maisonettes will be included in 
the regeneration. Residents will have the opportunity to influence the 
design of the different types of homes.

A

Q What will you do to make sure residents feel safe and have security?

Regeneration gives us the opportunity to use residents’ experience to 
design out hotspots, areas which seem to attract anti-social behaviour 
(ASB). We can put in measures, such as CCTV, well-lit and overlooked 
open spaces, so the area looks and feels safer.

A
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YOUR COMMUNITY
Q Will you build better, more modern homes?

Yes. Quality design is key to successful regeneration. We will make sure 
the architects consider urban and landscape design and sustainability. 
Because the potential regeneration is large in scale and means we need 
to carry out the work in different phases, we will consider employing 
different architects to make sure there is a variety of designs which 
complement each other.

A

Q Will the new homes have better insulation, plumbing and electrics?

Yes. The new homes will be built to the most up to date building 
regulations and most effective professional procedures. Building 
regulations are frequently updated, so because we intend to work on a 
phase by phase basis, this will make sure standards are as up to date as 
they can be at every stage of potential redevelopment. Current building 
regulations are significantly better than the standards to which the 
existing Aberfeldy West homes were built.

A

Q Where will the community be able to get together if regeneration 
takes place?

The new neighbourhood centre and health café on the new town square 
will provide lots of opportunities for residents to get together, make 
new friends, get involved in community activities and find out what’s 
happening in the area.

A

Q Will the regeneration stop buses which currently run 
through Ettrick Street into Balmore Close?

This will be fully considered as part of developing 
ideas for Aberfeldy West.A

Your Streets
Q What will happen with parking?

Residents who currently hold Poplar HARCA parking permits will keep 
these if residents vote yes to regeneration. The amount of parking and its 
location will be decided as part of the planning process and will be shaped 
by Tower Hamlets’ planning policies at the time. Parking spaces are likely 
to be provided at surface level and possibly in underground parking areas 
below residential buildings.

A

Q What about garages?

Provision of individual garages is unlikely.A

Q How will you stop the current problems with parking?

Regeneration will give us the chance to design better parking options. We 
will carefully consider the current problems and work with residents to 
design parking which prioritises current permit holders.

A

Q Will the road on the south part of Abbott Road be re-tarmacked?

We are currently looking into a temporary solution and intend to get this 
work done in the next few months.A

Q Why is money being spent on new paving on Aberfeldy Street?

This work is a council led programme. The new paving will improve 
the look of Aberfeldy Street and help local businesses here during the 
temporary Meanwhile period (the time before regeneration starts). Any 
new development will want to preserve the new, wide pavements and 
they will be protected during construction.

A
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Your HOMES
Q How solid will the walls on the new homes be?

All walls will be built to current building regulations.

External walls will be masonry, which means they are bound together by 
mortar and very strong. Party walls between flats and between flats and 
common areas will be of masonry construction too, or robustly detailed 
partition walling, built to current building regulations and Secure by 
Design guidelines.

Partition walls within flats will be built using a metal frame and 
plasterboards.

A

Q How big will the rooms be?

Overall home sizes and individual room sizes will be designed to 
standards set out in the London Design Guide. These are considered  
to be generous and are clear about storage and circulation  
space requirements.

A

Q Will the kitchens and front rooms be open plan?

There will be scope for both open plan and separate kitchens, living and 
dining rooms, depending on the size and type of each home. Family 
homes will generally be designed with separate kitchens and living space.

A

Q Will the new homes have gas or duel-fuel supplies?

It’s likely that planning requirements will confirm what energy supply will 
be provided and could be an on-site energy centre or a district heating 
(communal) system. This is likely to be gas fired.

The power and lighting within homes will be electric. It’s unlikely that new 
homes will be provided with separate gas supplies.

A

Your HOMES
Q Will I live on the ground floor or get an extra bedroom?

Every resident will have the opportunity to move to a home that meets 
their needs, including the right size and design for different health 
reasons. Tenants who are overcrowded would move into a larger home, 
suitable for their family. They will have a choice to move into a new build 
on Aberfeldy or to move elsewhere in Tower Hamlets. Residents who are 
under-occupying could choose to move to a smaller or same size home, 
depending on what they want. If they want to move away from Aberfeldy, 
they would be offered a home which is a suitable size for their needs.

A

Q  I live in temporary accommodation.  
How will regeneration affect me?
Tower Hamlets Council remains responsible for housing you. Nobody 
will be made homeless as a result of potential regeneration. We are 
happy for temporary accommodation residents to stay living on 
Aberfeldy and prioritise them along with other current residents, 
subject to the Council agreeing.

A

Q How will the new homes prevent noise disturbance?

The new homes will be built to appropriate noise transmission standards 
that are determined by an assessment of existing conditions, such as 
traffic noise from the A12. The design and construction will minimise 
noise transfer between neighbours because they will be built to the latest 
sound insulation standards.

A

Q What happens if I don’t want to live in a home with stairs?

Any buildings with flats of more than three stories high will be designed 
with lift access. The design process will consider lift access to all levels.A
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Rent free retail space and 
funding opportunities on  
Aberfeldy Street for 
community’s rising stars

At a time when so many businesses 
are feeling the impact of COVID-19, 
new opportunities for local 
businesses and organisations, are 
especially welcome.

The START HERE programme which 
is now open for expressions of 
interest, will see three retail spaces 
on Aberfeldy Street available rent-
free for one year. Business rates 
will not be payable on the spaces, 
in line with recently announced 
Government support.

Generous grants of up to £5K from 
community group, Aberfeldy Big 
Local, will also be available to the 
applicants who are allocated the 
retail space.

The START HERE programme 
includes business advice and 
support for existing businesses on 
Aberfeldy Street. It is part of a wider 
transformation on Aberfeldy Street 
which includes colourful, fabric 
designs on shop shutters and on top 
of buildings, donated and inspired by 
local residents.

Rent free shop space for businessesYour PARKS
Q What will happen to Millennium Green?

We want residents to help us develop ideas for Millennium Green 
through the RSG and Planning for Real consultation.A

Regeneration promises, so far…
From discussions with you and your Residents’ Steering Group, the following 
regeneration promises have been made to date. Your RSG will continue to 
review and add to these over the coming weeks…

Regeneration will only happen if residents support it:

• The RSG will shape the Regeneration Offer with independent support

• More social rent homes

• One move to a new home

• Tenants Like for Like homes

• Options for every leaseholder

• Keep the community together

• Move to same size home, or larger if overcrowded

• Current estate parking permits guaranteed

• Rent levels for HARCA tenants as if you hadn’t moved

• Financial compensation, and moving costs

• Door to door moving support for older and vulnerable residents

For expressions of interest and 
questions about the START 
HERE programme, please email 
info@meanwhilespace.com 
and visit meanwhilespace.com.
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New youth club pops up in Aberfeldy

Our virtual community centre

While Poplar HARCA community centres are closed due to 
coronavirus, you can join us online for regular activities.

How to join HARCA Centres Unlocked
Go to Facebook, type in on the search tab: HARCA centres unlocked

Following a review by the British 
Islamic Medical Association, Tower 
Hamlets Council has put together 
guidance on observing Ramadan 
safely at home.  
See towerhamlets.gov.uk and 
search Ramadan.

More useful online resources
The East London Mosque is 
broadcasting live prayers. Visit 
eastlondonmosque.org.uk/live-
audio-video 

The Muslim Council of Britain is also 
sharing lots of useful resources:  
mcb.org.uk/resources/Ramadan

ST NICKS

Observing Ramadan

Although public services cannot 
currently take place, St Nicholas 
Poplar is sharing guidance on 
worshipping from home for all ages 
online, see parishofpoplar.org

The church is also broadcasting 
services on Facebook  
@stnickschurch (which you can 
also access on their website).

Caring for each other
St Nicholas is working with 
Neighbours in Poplar, food banks 
and local health care providers to 
help those who are isolated and 
vulnerable.

Contact Reverend Matt Wall on 
07764 823266 or  
rev.matt.wall@gmail.com if you 
or someone you know would like 
support or someone to chat to.

In response to the local community’s 
feedback, the Aberfeldy 
Neighbourhood Centre, Spotlight 
(Poplar HARCA’s youth service) and 
Parish of Poplar have joined forces to 
offer a safe space for young people 
to play, take part in programmes and 
access support.

The centre’s sessions for young 
people are currently on hold during 
the stay at home period, however 
Spotlight are offering a big variety of 
digital programmes as well as one-
to-one support for young people via 
phone, text and email.

For more information, please visit  
wearespotlight.com and @WeAre_Spotlight
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• Listening campaigns 

• Outreach 

• RSG established 

• RSG agree consultation plan 
co-design workshops 

• Events 

• RSG option appraisal process 

• RSG select ITLA 

• Newsletter 

• Leaseholder sub group 

• Drop Ins 
 
Website 

 
Youth consultation outreach   

• RSG develop regeneration offer 

• Study visits* 

• Leaseholder sub meetings 

• Monthly newsletters  

• Planning for Real consultation 

• Door knocking* 

• Drop ins* 

• RSG approve offer 

• Offer distributed 

• Ballot  

ABERFELDY WEST REGENERATION CONSULTATION

*Dependent on Government 
changes to stay at home guidance.


