Feedback from Resident Steering Group Workshop
04 th March 2021
Project:
Date:

3663 Aberfeldy Masterplan
18 March 20 21

Main session
Aberfeldy Big Local
•

•

Questions about grants from Aberfeldy Big Local (ABL).
It was explained that the focus is on activities that bring people together (due to the pandemic this
needs a broad interpretation).
Community Chest grants are for up to £1,000 for 2021, increased from the usual £500 as no
projects could happen last year. Community grants are open for applications now - from March
20 th - April 19 th, contact eleanorimage@aberfeldybiglocal.com.
ABL have given larger grants for business and start-ups of up to £6,000 for community projects,
business or start up ideas that will benefit residents of all ages on Aberfeldy. ABL is reviewing gaps
and needs for bigger projects, is interested to talk to residents about these and will have dates later
in the year.
Aberfeldy Big Local will also provide help in filling the application forms if needed.
A resident asked where Aberfeldy Big Local is currently located.
A shop on 39 Aberfeldy Street that will be used by Aberfeldy Big Local should fully open by April.
Every Monday ABL is holding safe distance meetings at the shop between 10:30 and 12:30.

Community Centre
•

•

I like the whole concept of the Community Centre. Would there be a partnership to run the costs?
Would residents have to pay a membership in order to access and use the Centre?
There is a variety of activities that could happen in different times of the day, including early
mornings and evenings. One of the problems is that often people want to use it in the central part of
the day. Poplar Harca will bring different partners that will use the Community Centre in different
parts of the day.
Running costs: the nursery will pay the rent, and this will help.
If it is a closed event/private, you would probably have to pay a fee, but with a different rate if you
are a resident. It will be free for those events that link with the programme. There is going to be a bit
of customisation around the charges. For people coming into the buildings (open drop in), the
entrance will be mostly free.
We generally do not take memberships, we might ask for personal details just to keep people up to
date and informed on the Community Centre activities. We want it to be easy accessed and with a
variety of activities.
Activities Poll – what activities would you like to see in the new Community Centre (multiple choice):
- Reflexology 79%
- Ultimate training 79%
- Knit, knatter and craft 53%
- Line and Latin dancing 42%
- Bumps to babies 37%
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- The studio 37%
- Majorettes 32%
- Thrive 32%
- The Kode Club 32%
- LGBT parent groups 21%
Additional ideas: bingo, youth club, local gym for women, after school club.
Community Centre look – the building looks a bit corporate and not a place that residents would
call home. What would it include in order to make it more homey?
We are working on this. We want it to be place where you feel comfortable and make it part of the
consultation process. We are looking at how it could be more community oriented.
These are more technical drawings and we want to involve more people at this stage. This is on our
agenda.
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Room 1
Eating, drinking and shopping
Existing shops
• Question about engagement with current businesses, and if they were being supported to remain.
The previous work with Meanwhile Space and ABL was outlined, and further discussions were
planned as businesses started to reopen. The great work of Leon from the barbers was noted, and
that he had done a lot of work with food parcels despite barely having had time to trade before
Covid.
• Queried how the mix of shops was being considered, given the other nearby retail centres such as
Crisp Street – and there was a desire for Aberfeldy Street to be complementary, not just the same.
The team said they were listening to a range of ideas, and also have discussions with experts about
retail strategy and how Aberfeldy Street would sit within the surrounding economy.
Proposed shops
• People recalled there was a butchers, and possibly a bakers in the past. It would be great to have
new shops which followed in their footsteps. One idea was to try to use the old shop names from
history. One person remembered a delicatessen called ‘Carol’s’but couldn’t recall the name of the
butchers.
• Possible to sustain new and existing businesses and noted that two cafes for example to quite
happy work and potential make the area more of a destination.
• Strong support for the continuation of meanwhile or experimental businesses even into the
masterplan. People liked the idea of pop-up shops.
• It was important that the butchers were Halal, given the local population.
• A pound shop was “a great idea”, as were some take-away’s. While not everyone wanted to go into
pubs, it was felt it was important to many. However, it would be good to also have one that served
food, not just alcohol.
• One person asked about the possibility of a Youth Club, where it could go and the importance
children to the regeneration. They noted that they often felt uncomfortable letting their children
play outside due to safety concerns. Safe indoor space would be great – for example space for
homework, leisure activities. The team notes many of those concerns reflected in feedback from
young people and community safety integral to design process. Equally, ABL encouraged people to
join conversations about open space and that young people central to plans. Space and activities
for young people in the new community centre was also discussed and should be communicated –
very much supported.
• The new square was a good place to hang out and could have more hospitality style businesses.
• Need a scheme to develop the skills of local residents to be job ready for the employment
opportunities the regeneration will provide, including construction, food and retail, ect – and look at
ways to ring fence job opportunities for local residents.
Places to work
Community Café / Highland Place
• Having some outside space and seating really positive and likes the way it would bring activity and
overlooking. Access to Wi-Fi and opening hours into the evening were seen a very important.
However, there were concerns about how close it could be to the A12 and noise, the arrangement
and design would have to
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A gym around near Highland Place was strongly supported. However, there were question about
whether it would be free to all tenures or just for private tenants. The team said those were really
good questions but issues like service charges would have to be considered as well. The synergy
between the new walking cycling route and something like a gym was felt to be really good. The
team were keen to hear from locals who may have interest in setting something up or had other
ideas for that area.

Outdoor workspace
• Generally felt to be a really good idea, and it was felt lots of people would use, at least in the
summer.
• Nice places to sit, shade and shelter were important. Outdoor internet access essential to make it
workable.

Meanwhile uses
•
•

The skip garden and ideas for pop-up community or movable gardening was really well supported.
Keen to arrange a visit and lots of interest. Lots of suggestions for getting the community involved in
constructing some of meanwhile projects.
Like idea for pop-up cinema, and one person recalled Republic doing similar but that felt a bit too
exclusive – would need to feel accessible to all.

Meanwhile uses poll - Which Does Aberfeldy Need Most?
• Indicative votes were two for safe routes, one for play, and one for garden. However, there was a
strong second preference for pop-up events from two people and generally all the ideas were felt to
be worth pursuing.
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Room 2
Eating, drinking and shopping
Existing shops
• Only really go to the Londis and pharmacy now
• Need more diversity on Aberfeldy street – tend to go to Stratford or Chrisp street instead for more
variety, Iceland, fishmongers etc
• A butcher or fishmonger would be good
• Local supermarket really important, e.g. Tesco, to be affordable
Proposed shops
• Nail bar could be combined with hair salon. Assumed barber was unisex.
• I like the proposed choices, I would use all of them
• It would be good to have a butcher and/ or fishmonger on the High Street.
• Would love to be able to have offers on Aberfeldy so they could shop there without needing to go
further, cross main road etc, also better for the elderly
• Security is important and would like to see security cameras. Questioned security in front of church
(All Hallows Square)
• A clothing store could be tricky because the youngsters will not want to shop there (as the likely
shops will not be popular). If there was a major brand such as Primark that would be different story,
although it was acknowledged this was unlikely here.
• Clothing shop – would be good if this was a sort of basics/essentials type shop as style/fashion
would limit age group
• Instead of a clothing store a shop selling basics such as towels would be more appropriate.
• Discussed option of charity shop – good to have somewhere to donate (currently using the big
charity shop bins – will these remain?). Or as the place will be modernized a charity shop might not
fit with modern design?
• A pound shop would be well used and like to see this.
• Hardware store – there was one in Chrisp St which is now closed, maybe because not needed
enough. Rather than a dedicated hardware store or pound shop it may be better to have a Wilko
that can serve as both.
• Would like to see local independent business and not corporate chains.

Places to work
•
•
•
•
•

Residents liked the idea of working outside and a number said they would personally use facilities if
provided. These spaces must be secure with cameras for example.
Aabsolutely yes to places to work outside, would use all, whether winter or summer
Outdoor working spaces should have free WiFi. It would be good to extend this throughout the
masterplan so people can use access WiFi in the public realm as well as private spaces.
Street furniture could have electric charging points.
Good idea to provide places to work outside and imagine that would also appeal to city workers /
private tenants who would like to use area too
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Meanwhile uses
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Safe Cycling and Walking Routes and Play and activity were the preferred strategies – both are
good for kids.
Safe routes should be priority, like the colours, kids could choose them and get involved
Agree safe routes as priority, also play and activity and healthy eating – could be good in summer
time, but more of a one off so safe routes is more long term.
With the healthy eating pop ups want to make sure that that isn’t just big brands like Costa but
could be local businesses too
Community gardens and pop up events were not as popular.
Healthy eating and meeting would be good but would want to see this ran by a local resident/
business even if prices were a little higher, so the community is supported.
Pop up cinema good idea for keeping kids occupied.

Meanwhile uses poll - Which Does
Doe s Aberfeldy Need Most?
• Safe routes first for all, then play and activity and healthy eating
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Room 3
Eating, drinking and shopping
Existing shops
• I currently use the Pharmacy, the cash machine and Londis. They are a must have.
• It would be nice to still have one chicken shop in the area.
• Podcast Place: it would be nice to open it up a bit and make it more of a hub. A media hub, a place
where to come together with the community. A potential community radio station, with podcasts.
This would be a good way to advertise the village as well. Podcasts are very popular, and it would be
a very good way to engage. An outlet for local cultural activity.
• The tailor is currently very well used.
Proposed small shops
• Within the meanwhile uses Poplar Harca is working with all businesses to support them and help
them to grow.
• Boxing would be good, in relation to night crime as well. Maybe other forms of self-defence
opportunities.
• It would be good to have an ATM that does not charge you.
• Healthy eating opportunities.
• Affordable healthy eating – Community food hub.
• The nail shop does not seem to be right as it is only for a certain group of people.
• The tailor should remain.
• Barber will be well used when it is allowed to open again.
Proposed medium shops
• Affordable clothes – the existing tailor is very well used. The graduates could work there as well.
This could be a very good opportunity for mothers whose first language is not English. It would be a
good opportunity for getting a job, as they are very creative.
• Showcase space on Aberfeldy Street.
• I like them all.
• Yes, a butcher with Halal options as well.
• Takeaway – would it be affordable for residents? There has to be an affordable option, as it cannot
exclude the existing community.
Proposed big shops
• I approve all the options.
• Take into account the impacts from the pandemic, people are trying to save for the future. This has
to be considered for the future uses along Aberfeldy Street.
• It is a working-class area at the moment, and it will still be.
• I like all the options.
• The need for all retail outlets to be affordable and not price out the existing working-class
community was a point made a number of times

Places to work
•

I like the options. Yes, we would need wi-fi, privacy and space.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

I like the ideas of the courtyards.
Yes, as the images suggest it would be important to have a sort of covered area, as looking at the
screen might be difficult with direct sun.
In the courtyards it would be nice to also have mindful spaces, spaces for relaxation and spaces
where to grow your own food, healthy eating.
How far would you be willing to walk to an allotment? Fairly close, it depends on your age as well.
Opportunities for flexible, local work spaces very important after what has been experienced by
some during the pandemic. Working from home is not a viable or effective option for a lot of people.
Outdoor workspace an attractive proposition but will need have canopies and power/wi-fi facilities
if they are to be well used.

Meanwhile uses
Safe Cycling and Walking Routes
• I like it. Spaces for walking too.
• I support all of them.
• Questions about the temporary nature of those uses. It was explained that this is related to the
wider construction phases.
Play and activity
• I like all the ideas.
• I like them. You would need youth workers, people supporting and organising. The activities need to
be organised with a degree of leadership and it also need to be maintained. It needs to be properly
curated otherwise will be used wrongly or underused.
• Community champion that brings people out – perhaps connect it with the Community Centre.
Healthy eating and meeting
• Variety of healthy eating. Making food, different food, healthy living, food made by local people. As
long as it is made for or by local residents.
• Some residents were concerned about the cost of some of these food stalls. People welcomed
these ideas, but also highlighted that in order to be used by the local community the prices need to
be taken into consideration. Some residents mentioned that some time ago there were some
temporary stalls in Aberfeldy but the local community found the prices too high.
• Pop-up community market. Community led and needs to be affordable.
• A resident suggested that the Community Centre could promote first aid corticates and other
classes (potentially linked with healthy eating/cooking classes).
Community gardens
• I approve all of them.
• Using waste skips as gardens is a good idea.
• Movable gardens are a good idea.
• It links very well with healthy eating.
• Would be well supported and well used by a significant proportion of the community.
PopPop- up Cinema and Events
• Pop-up events are a good idea.
• Karaoke.
• Winter activities – temporary ice ring.
• Where would the outdoor cinema happen? Potentially on Millennium Green and other spaces,
including the square.
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We have to make sure that the outdoor cinema is used. It needs to be properly organised and
promoted. There could be some film themes as well. A small charge to encourage attendance
should be considered.

Meanwhile uses poll - Which Does Aberfeldy Need Most?
• Safe routes.
• Safe routes.
• Play and activities.
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